
Weekly Story Chart with Phonics Focus: Pre- Beginning 

 

Unit/Themes Pre-Beginning 

Looking for Work 
Work History 
On-the-job instructions 
Work safety 
 
 

Max Has a Job 
 
Word Family: -an (man, can, ran, fan) 
Target Letter/Sound: /m/, /f/ 
Vowel: long a, short a 
Vocabulary: job, work, money, Monday-Friday, week 
 

Max’s Many Jobs 
 
Word Family: -ook (look, took, book, cook) 
Word Family: -uck (truck, buck, luck, stuck) 
Target Letter/Sound: /t/ or /k/ -multiple spellings (c, k, -ck) with 
exceptions school and office,  
Vowel: short o 
Vocabulary: factory, school, box, truck, office, clean 
 

Did you Clock In? 
 
Word Family: -ock (clock, sock, rock, lock) 
Target Letter/Sound: /d/, /k/, /s/, /sh/,  
Vowel: short a 
Vocabulary: clock in, wash, cuts, manager, food 
 

Talking on the Phone 
Health 
Family 
 

My Daughter is Sick 
 
Word Family: -all (call, fall, tall, ball) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /l/, /s/ 
Vowel: long a, short a 
Vocabulary: sick, can’t, call, today, name 
 

Health  
Body parts 
Going to the clinic 
 

Mr. White is Sick 
 
Word family: -ick (sick, lick, quick, pick) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /h/, /s/ 
Vowel: long i, short i 
Vocabulary: sick, head, hurts, neck, doctor, tired, sleep 
 

Mr. White Goes to the Clinic 
 
Word family: -ee (see, tree, three, bee) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /d/, /h/, /s/, /w/ 
Vowel: long o, short o 
Vocabulary: medicine, check, clinic, wait, desk, body, doctor 
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Family 
Emotions 
 

Lora’s Family 
 
Word Family: -ame (name, game, shame, fame) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /n/, /m/, er spelling 
Vowel: short a 
Vocabulary: family, married, husband, mother, children, son, daughter, 
parents 
 

Lora’s Pictures 
 
Word Family: -ay (day, pay, lay, say) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /l/, /m/, /d/, /s/ (not sh), /th/ 
Vowel: short i, long i 
Vocabulary: pictures, miss, died, scared, smile, brother, wife 
 

Shopping 
Family 
Clothing 
Colors 

Where Is My Shirt? 
 
Word Family: -ish (fish, dish, wish) 
Work family: -ook (look, book, took, cook) 
Target Letter/Sound: /sh/, /s/ 
Vowel: short i 
Vocabulary: shirt, get dressed, wash, shoes, green 
 

The Perfect Dress 
 
Word family: -ack (black, back, sack, pack, rack) 
Target Letter/Sound: /b/, /l/ 
Vowel: short e 
Vocabulary: dress, color, shopping, birthday, blue, yellow, white, black 
 

Housing  
Family 
Fire Safety 
 

An Apartment for Two 
 
Word family: -an (man, van, ran, can) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /b/, /m/, /th/ 
Vowel: short i 
Vocabulary: bed, bedroom, apartment, bathroom, shower, bathtub, 
kitchen, table, chair  
 

I Can’t Sleep 
 
Word family: -all (call, hall, mall, ball) 
Word family: -oke (smoke, woke, broke, spoke) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /m/, /l/, /n/ 
Vowel: long e 
Vocabulary: sleep, smoke alarm, manager, broken, battery 
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School 
Family 
Emergency contact 
Health 
 

Hurt at School 
 
Word Family: -un (run, bun, fun, sun) 
Target Letters/Sounds: Spellings of /ɝ/: (ir, er, ur) 
Vocabulary: dirty, crying, hurts, fall down, run, arm, play, face 
 

Transportation 
 
 

Car Problems 
 
Word Family: -old (cold, old, fold, told, sold) 
Word Family: -uck (truck, luck, duck, cluck) 
Target Letters/Sounds: -ing 
Vowel: long o, long i 
Vocabulary: driving, car, walking, stop, go, key, tow truck 
 

The Right Bus 
 
Word Family: -et (get, let, jet, pet) 
Word Family: -it (sit,  fit, hit, zit) 
Word Family: -ot (not,  got, hot,  pot) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /p/, /s/ 
Vowel: short u 
Vocabulary: wait, bus stop, bus, driver, problem, wrong, pull, bell, 
number 
 

Money  
Shopping 
Home 
 

A New Bed 
 
Word Family:  (small, fall, tall, wall) 
Word Family: (man, pan, fan, ran) 
Word Family: (king, ring, sing, wing) 
Target Letters/ Sounds: /n/, /t/, /w/, /b/ 
Vowel: short e 
Vocabulary: mattress, sized, king, queen, bed, big, small 
 

A Problem at the Store 
 
Word Family (day, pay, say, way) 
Word Family (truck, duck, suck, yuck) 
Word Family (wrong, long, song, gong) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /g/, /n/, /t/ 
Vowel: /ou/ (as in house) 
Vocabulary: store, house, wrong, size, stuck, right 
 

Daily Activities 
Work 
Time 
Schedules 
 

Rachel is Busy 
 
Word Family (old, cold, told, sold) 
Word Family (all, call, fall, tall) 
Word Family (talk, walk, chalk) 
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Word Family (day, pay, stay, way) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /w/, /th/ 
/f/ -exception “of” 
/r/ -NOT r-controlled vowels (ir, er, ar, ur, or) 
/t/ -watch out for TH exceptions 
Vowel: long o 
Vocabulary: busy, helps, take care, kids, class, work, cook 
 

Community  
Work 
Directions 
Maps 
 

Fresh Fish 
 
Word Family (smells, sells, tells, bells) 
Target Letter/Sound: /sh/, /f/ 
Vowel: short e 
Vocabulary: fresh, grocery store, wash, cut, smell, stand, paid, work 
 

Places in the City 
 
Word Family (bank, tank, sank, thank) 
Word Family (far, bar, car, jar) 
Word Family (park, dark, bark, shark) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /k/, /l/, /n/, /s/ (watch out for some words with 
/sh/) 
Vowel: short i 
Vocabulary: city, house, bank, laundromat, park, clinic, close, far 
 

Signs 
Community 

Seeing Signs 
 
Word Family (tells, bells, fell, sell) 
Word Family (stop, cop, pop, mop) 
Target Letters/Sounds: /d/, /m/, /p/, /t/, /w/ 
Vowel: long e 
Vocabulary: sign, don’t walk, entrance, no smoking, door 
 

Food 
Cooking 
 

The Kitchen Is Busy 
 
Word Family (cook, look, book, took) 
Word Family (beans, jeans, means, cleans) 
Word Family (can, man, ran, van) 
Target Letters/Sounds: Contrasting sounds /p/ and /b/ 
Vowel: short e, long e 
Vocabulary: cook, restaurant, making, shelf, kitchen, bag, can 
 

 


